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Alei Shur — Summary

Week 4 — Chevrah

The Mishna in Masechet D’'mai (Ch2, Mishna 3) discusses the concept of a “friend” as a person who
can be trusted to be careful with the laws of purity. And in order to be a “friend”, one has to take
upon himself not to buy or sell anything to an “Am Ha’aretz”, not to be a guest in his home, etc...

Questions on this:
1. What’s the connection between “purity” and “friendship”?

2. The “friend” in the Mishna is not defined by his connections with others, rather by his separating
himself from others. It would seem that the Mishna’s definition of a “friend” is opposite of what we
normally think of as friendship...?

The Yerushlami (Masechet Chagiga, Ch 3, Halacha 6) also discusses the concept of “friendship” in
connection to the laws of purity: “Yerushalaim HaBenuya K’Ir Shechubrah la Yachdav” (“Jerusalem,
which brings all together to her”) — that makes everyone friends: When? At Aliyat HaRegel, when
the whole Nation undergoes a process of purification, and can be trusted to be completely tahor.

In order to understand this better, we will try to understand what defines a “Chevra” (Society), and
from there, what is a Chaver (friend):

Bad Society

The Ramchal (in Mesilat Yesharim, Ch 5) talks about one who loses the Mida of “caution” — one who
associates with bad society. Bad Society is made up of sinners and stupid people, who entice
individuals to follow in their ways, despite knowing that what they are doing is wrong. One must
keep a distance from this type of society, as it says, “V’im Shonim al Titarev” (“With the sundry, do
not mingle”).

The Rambam ((Hilchot Daot, Ch 6, Halacha 1) also says to keep away from Bad Society — and if one
cannot do so in his hometown, then he should go so far as to find solitude in the desert, to keep
away from them! (The Saba from Novhardok zt”l says: We see from this that even one who is such a
Yareh Shamaim that he will listen to the Psak of the Rambam, still cannot rely on his own ability to
withstand the Bad Society’s pull).

Good Society
What is Good Society?

The Rambam (in his Perush on Mishnayot Kedushin, 1, 10) says: “Chaburah Tova B’Nachat
U’bMusar” (“Good company, in tranquility and morality”). Rav Wolbe zt”| explains: There are two
conditions for true, good friendship: 1) They must speak to each other b’nachat (nicely) — and their
words will be accepted 2) They must each work at restraining their egos.



When a person has bad Midot — even if he spends his time busy with Torah — all that time is not
considered time spent in Torah (from the Medrash, Shir HaShirim Raba, Parsha 8). Why? Because
TRUE time spent learning Torah MUST lead to Midot Tovot (The Angels are called “Friends” because
they do not possess the bad Midot of jealousy, hatred or competitiveness)

The Chazon Ish (Emunah V’Bitachon, 4, 5) wrote that a person that does not work on improving his
Midot, does not only lose out on his ‘Bein Adam L’Chaveiro’, but also on his ‘Bein Adam L'Makom’
(But, because the lack of Midot Tovot causes fewer obvious clashes in his relationship with G-d then in his
relationship with his fellow man, it looks outwardly as though he is thoroughly keeping his ‘Bein Adam
L’Makom’ obligations. However, should his ego (ie, Bad Midot) ever come into conflict with his obligations to
G-d [for example, if he is called for an Aliya that he feels is beneath him], his bad Midot will become more
obvious, as they are really stronger than his desire to keep even Mitzvot Bein Adam L’Makom.)

What Company should one strive to keep?

The Rambam (in his Perush on Mishnayot D’mai, Ch 2, Mishna 3) says: “Chaveirut Amitit She’hi
L'Shem Shamayim” (“True friendship, which is for the sake of Heaven”). Meaning, ‘Good Society ‘is a
true connection, based on honest, good values. That’s why Talmidei Chachamim are called
“chaveirim”.

And in Shir HaShirim Raba (Parsha 8) it says that when Am Yisrael say ‘Kriat Shma’ together they are
called “chaveirim” — because they are unified, in a true connection, I'shem shamayim.

The obligation to keep one’s Midot in line is even stronger for Talmidei Chachamim, who are
expected to be the ‘cutting edge’ — the best example — of Good Company.

~Therefore the Rambam wrote (Yesodei HaTorah, Ch 5, 11) that a Talmid Chacham has to be
at the highest moral level on the one hand, and yet involved with his fellow man (to a
degree), on the other... “Until everyone finds themselves praising him, loving him and

striving to be like him”. A Talmid Chacham should therefore not engage in too much levity

or in feasting with Amei Ha'aretz.

~Therefore the students of Rabbi Akiva were punished so severely for not treating one
another honorably — because the broke the “Chevra L'Shem Shamayim” (Yevamot, Daf 62,
amud 2)

“Friends” = Those true to the Laws of Purity

Now we can better understand the Mishna in D’'mai (Ch2, Mishna 3): “Friends” refers to Talmidei
Chachamim, who make true connections, L'Shem Shamayim. They uphold very high criteria of purity
and morality; therefore they do not ‘hang out’ with the Amei Ha’aretz.

The rest of us cannot be “friends” at that level all year long; however the example of true friendship
set by the Talmidei Chachamim raise us all up several time a year — the 3 Regalim: “Kol Yisrael
Chaveirim” — all of Bnei Yisrael purify themselves, and raise the themselves up in morality as well,
and therefore are trusted to be true to the laws of purity at that time.

A “modern” example of a “Chevrah L’'Shem Shamayim” can be found in the Protocol of the “Society

IM

for the Settlement of (pre-State) Israel”, signed by Harav Frank (1873—-1960) among other Rabanim.



They held specific criteria for joining the Society: Candidates must be known for their Torah study,
and must strive for truth and hate conflict. They must commit to spending every free moment not
working in Torah study. They must commit to knowing the ‘Mitzvot HaTluyot Ba’aretz’ as well as the

laws of damages and other ‘Mitzvot Bein Adam L’Chaveiro’. In short, the ideal Society to try to (be
or to) be part of and emulate.
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